
The Rewards in Helping Kids 
We have all heard the expression “The Children Are Our Future!”  We have also 
heard it said that young adults today are disrespectful, lack focus, and lack a sense of 
community. These two conflicting opinions are at the heart of why I believe it is 
imperative that adults give back to their communities by helping kids. If we want to 
ensure a positive future for the nation, and if kids truly are our future, each of us 
must commit to helping a kid in need. 

I have found tremendous personal reward in tutoring and mentoring kids and young 
adults during the past twenty years.  Involving myself in the public schools in 
Arlington and Falls Church has enabled me to engage in numerous civic and 
professional activities. Some ask me how I am able to juggle so many activities at 
once. My response is that working with kids and young adults energizes me. It 
permits me to put life into perspective and it reminds me from where I came. It 
reminds me that when I was young, I needed mentors and role models. Without 
them, I would not be where I am or who I am today.  

Toward this end, as Chairman of the Greater Falls Church Chamber of Commerce, I 
have begun a program that brings together three pre-existing school-business 
partnership programs in Arlington, Fairfax, and Falls Church for the first time. Each 
of these programs has been very successful in their own right and has provided 
students in need of assistance with mentors from school-business partners 
throughout the Northern Virginia area. The idea behind the consortium of all three 
programs is to provide opportunities for individuals who, for example, may work in 
Fairfax but live in Arlington or Falls Church the opportunity to work with a student 
before, during, or after work.  

With the cooperation of the respective business partnership programs in each 

jurisdiction, the potential for adult tutoring and mentoring in our schools is 

enormous. This is good for kids, it is good for business, and it is good for employees. 

Ultimately, it is good for the nation. President Obama has challenged all Americans to 

look beyond their own self-interest to begin rebuilding America from the bottom up. 

Helping kids who need academic assistance or just a helping hand is an excellent way 

to send a message that children really are our future! If you are interested in joining 

the effort to volunteer in our public schools, please call me at 703-534-5779.  

- Dr. Ralph G. Perrino 
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• Upcoming free presentations by Dr. Ralph G. Perrino and colleagues (Call NVTS or visit our website for more 

information; these are available free to PTSAs in Northern Virginia, contact us to schedule): 

1. College Planning Workshop: April 20th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Arlington Public Library—Central 

Branch.  

2. Early Admissions, College Funding, and the Job Market for College Grads: May 19th at 6:30 p.m. at 

Chantilly High School. 

3. Key Points to Consider When Hiring a Tutor: May 5th at 7 p.m. at McKinley Elementary School. 

• Check out the College Job Review and Forecast blog by NVTS associate Dr. Fred Siegmund. You can access it from the 

College Corner on the NVTS website. 

• Office Manager Deb Haynes volunteers weekly in the classrooms at Westlawn Elementary School in Falls Church. 
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Preparing, Applying, and Funding 

Learn how to: 
Prepare for Academic Success 

Develop Applications for Your Top Choice Schools 
Pay for Your College Education 

 
Some of the topics we’ll cover: 

• Using tutoring to improve skills and motivation in college prep 

• Achieving better performance through SAT/ACT prep courses 

• Increasing your child’s academic appeal to admissions officers 

• Learning the best way to write admission essays 

• Maximizing your eligibility for financial aid 

• Saving on out-of-pocket expenses for college. 
 

Discussion and Q & A with leading local professionals: 

 

Ralph G. Perrino, M.P.A., ED.D.,  Northern Virginia Tutoring Service 

 www.nvtutoring.com 

David Petersam, M.B.A.,  AdmissionsConsultants 

 www.AdmissionsConsultants.com 

Todd Hughes, Strategic College Funding Solutions  

 www.scfsinc.com 
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